
   

 

English  
Intent 
 
At Kensington Avenue Primary School, we intend to provide pupils with high-quality 
education in English. We want our pupils to develop the ability to speak, read and write 
with great fluency, master the skills of both reading and writing and develop a love and 
genuine interest for language so that they can communicate their thoughts, ideas and 
emotions effectively.  
 
Writing intent 
 
All children from the Early Foundation Stage to Year 6 are provided with many exciting 
opportunities to develop and apply their writing skills across the curriculum. Writing is an 
integral part of our curriculum. Through our learning journeys, we foster pupils’ interest 
and offer a purpose and context for writing. This allows the children to explore a variety of 
genres and planning by including Tier 2 and 3 vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure 
and paragraphing.  
 
Grammar is taught within lessons to help children build up knowledge and apply it in their 
cross-curricular activities. Our intention is that pupils learn how to understand the 
relationships between words, word meaning, implied meaning and figurative language, 
whilst ensuring that they are supported in their spelling strategies. We intend that pupils 
develop a clear understanding of the writing process to establish themselves as an author 
in their own right. 
 
All of the above is carried out in line with the writing objectives in the National Curriculum.  
 
Speaking and listening Intent 

At Kensington Avenue Primary School, pupils expand and develop their understanding of 
a range of vocabulary in order to make sustained progress in their speaking and listening 
skills. The understanding of technical vocabulary, as well as continually up levelling the 
range of vocabulary used across the curriculum, enables children to produce improved 
oral and written work across a range of subjects. We strongly believe that speaking and 
listening skills are essential for learning English. In order to succeed as writers, pupils need 
to cultivate a love of words, language and confidently articulate their thoughts. 

Reading intent 
 
At Kensington Avenue Primary School, we believe that the teaching of reading is integral 
to a child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them. Reading is a 
platform that allows our children to see beyond what they know, share in cultural 
experiences and develop the vocabulary they need to express themselves effectively. Our 
reading curriculum strives to foster a lifelong love of reading.  We cultivate the behaviours 
they will need to be discerning readers as they read frequently and widely by discussing 
what they have read.  
 
This curriculum is delivered through synthetic phonics, a linked approach to shared and 
reading practice sessions, home reading, reading across the curriculum, regular 
opportunities for independent reading and hearing quality texts read aloud daily. These  



   

essential components as they offer a range of options to develop fluent, enthusiastic and 
critical readers.  
 
We encourage the children to read at home regularly. When their reading opportunities 
increase, their fluency and stamina enhance their enjoyment of reading. Therefore, the 
link between children’s motivation to read and reading for pleasure is reciprocal. 
Furthermore, we know that reading for pleasure benefits reading outcomes, learning 
enjoyment and mental well-being. Thus, we focus on fostering a love of independent 
reading and building communities of engaged readers. We understand the significance of 
parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both word reading and 
comprehension skills, so we endeavour to build a home-school partnership which enables 
parents and carers to have the confidence to support their children with reading at 
home. This is achieved by organising ‘Learn With Us’ for parents and carers to understand 
the importance of reading and provide them with resources and skills to support their 
children’s reading at home. Through ‘Learn With Me’, the parents and carers can see 
reading taking place in their child’s class for them to observe and feel confident to do the 
same at home.  
 
Reading is at the very heart of our curriculum. We are committed to promoting a love for 
reading and giving children opportunities to read in English lessons and across all areas 
of the curriculum. 
 
 
Implementation 
 
At Kensington Avenue Primary School, we believe that writing is strengthened by instilling 
a love for reading within our pupils because writing is an essential part of our curriculum, 
and we take great pride in the high standards of writing in our school. We value the 
importance of reading to supplement writing, providing a purpose and a context to writing. 
We believe that pupils provided a reason for writing and demonstrated flair and effective 
writing composition, leading to high-quality outcomes.  
 
The English curriculum is taught by studying a high-quality CLPE text as a whole class 
text or by deepening our learning journey, where writing opportunities are derived from 
this. Children are taught to develop an understanding of the texts through reading 
comprehension. Teachers talk to the children about their targets, helping them take 
ownership of their work and providing them with the tools they need to make rapid 
progress.  
 
Through the high-quality text, pupils are taught grammar from the National Curriculum - 
suitable for their year group - which is prepared to correspond to the genres being written 
as part of the writing process. Pupils are then supported in applying the grammatical 
content taught in identifying features of a high quality modelled text, before progressing to 
plan and complete a written piece that is fit for purpose and audience.  
 
Pupils are taught to read over their work carefully and take the time to use a dictionary 
and/ or a thesaurus as they write. We celebrate children’s writing in many ways, with their 
writing displayed in classrooms and around the school so the children feel that their writing 
is valued.  
 



   

Teachers set high expectations with children’s handwriting in every piece of work. Every 
week children have the opportunities to improve their handwriting, and children from Year 
1 start practising a cursive script.  
 
To teach spelling, we use the Nelson Spelling Programme is followed from Year 2 to Year 
6. From the Early Foundation Stage to Year 1, the children follow the Little Wandle Letters 
and Sounds spelling strategies.   
 
Every half term, children from EYFS to Year 6 complete a writing assessment focusing on 
different genres, with examples of pupils’ work on our English board display.  
 
Speaking and listening Implementation 

At Kensington Avenue Primary School, members of staff model the use of higher level 
vocabulary within their speech and expanding children’s vocabulary is a key focus from 
EYFS. Subject specific vocabulary is embedded across the curriculum, through teacher 
modelling, in context. Contextual learning helps children to understand new words and 
supports them in including them in their work. This model is reflected in reading practice 
sessions, where pupils are given the chance to explore unfamiliar vocabulary and expand 
their knowledge of words. We model correct grammar in speech and encourage children 
to reflect this in their use of spoken and written language. 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and Key Stage 1 (KS1) – In EYFS and KS1 children 
are encouraged to communicate through play with their peers, teachers and through 
resources, such as books, IPads and writing. Circle time activities and games support 
children’s ability to listen and participate in a group, and our exciting range of topics 
support vocabulary and understanding across many areas. 

Pupils build a bank of stories, which they can draw on for ideas and language patterns, 
and develop oral story telling skills that help them internalise the language they need. 
Therefore, developing talk in the classroom is a priority in EYFS and KS1. 

Key Stage 2 (KS2) – Throughout KS2, children are supported to question and develop 
their ideas and explanations. 

Through the use of the PIXL vocabulary strategy, pupils will feel confident using the 
words in their vocabulary. They will be equipped with the skills to be confident in 
understanding the words in their vocabulary. The strategy relies on systematic, explicit 
vocabulary instruction of words that will help pupils access different aspects of education 
and wider life. It is a multi-phase approach so that children analyse words, they are word 
detectives. They can go beyond reading and defining a word, they can confidently use 
it in context, they can link it and that final part, the deconstruct it, that’s mastering word 
knowledge. To be able to split a word and recognise its separate parts shows deep 
understanding and will stand them in good stead when they meet new words, making 
them feel excited to meet new vocabulary and add it to their growing word bank. 

To build children’s bank of vocabulary and to encourage them to use the words verbally 
and in their written work, they are given opportunities to do role play. This allows children 
to listen, respond, turn take and share ideas while developing their creative language. 

Story time everyday builds children’s ability to listen as well as having a good model for 
how a story should be read. Plans are ensured to be creative and active for opportunity 
for children to articulate their thoughts before writing and learning the skills to taking turns 
to contribute and listen attentively to their peers. 



   
Reading practice sessions also bring the opportunity for children to have greater depth 
conversations about the text and looking closely at particular vocabulary. 

Regularly, children are given the chance to read aloud to the class and orally 
rehearse ideas for written work and class assemblies. 

Drama and role play are used across most subjects in all year groups. This enables them 
to explore and engage in their learning. It also gives them the chance to embed vocabulary 
in shared activities. 

Teaching vocabulary is an essential part of the teaching and learning process. Developing 

pupils’ vocabulary will support their reading, writing, speaking and listening skills; it will 

also help them access all subjects across the National Curriculum. There are three 

different levels (tiers) of words that pupils learn at different stages of their language 

development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tier 1 

 Everyday words that have only one meaning.  

 Mostly found in early reading books. 

 Examples: table, happy, baby, clock, dog, orange etc.   

Tier 2 

 Known as ‘academic’ vocabulary.   

 Cross-curricular words used across all subjects. 

 Often have different meanings (synonyms), e.g. consumer-
someone who buys goods or an animal that eats something else. 

 Examples of Tier 2 words: complex, analyse, contract, foundation, 
fortunate, delighted, patient etc.   

 

Tier 3 
 Subject specific vocabulary.  

 Examples of tier three words: molecule, tundra, photosynthesis, 
isosceles etc.   

 

Reading implementation 
 
Reading is one of the most important things a child will ever learn. It underpins everything 
else, so we believe in putting as much effort as possible into ensuring that every child 
learns to read as quickly as possible. We also want our children to develop a genuine love 



   

of reading and to want to read for themselves. This is why we work hard to ensure children 
develop a love of books and learn to read. 
 

 Phonics: We start teaching phonics in Reception and continue in Year 1 following the 
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build 
on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell 
as they move through school. 

 
As a result, all our children can tackle unfamiliar words as they read. At Kensington 
Avenue Primary School, we also model the application of the alphabetic code through 
phonics in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside the phonics lesson and 
across the curriculum.  
 
We strongly focus on language development for our children because speaking and 
listening are crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects. Alongside this, the 
children are taught the ‘tricky words’ – common exception words which do not follow 
the regular phonetic pattern. 

 
Phonics activities are taught as a whole class. Discreet phonic sessions take place 
daily. Reading practice sessions are carried out in small groups with an adult for thirty 
minutes, focussing on decoding, prosody and comprehension. Children in Reception 
and Year 1 take home a Little Wandle book that is phonically decodable and matches 
the phonemes they are secure with. In Year 2, if children did not meet the phonics 
screening check in Year 1, they will also take home a Little Wandle book that matches 
the phonemes they are learning in their phonics intervention. However, other children 
will be ‘benchmarked’ and take home a colour-banded book. Key Stage 2 reading 
practice sessions are taught three times per week– lasting thirty minutes. Once a week, 
children will have a whole class reading session focusing on developing reading 
comprehension skills. 

 

 Reading for pleasure: Nursery, Reception and Year 1 teachers read daily for pleasure 
with the children, so the children get to know and love all sorts of stories, poetry and 
information books.  Key Stage 2 teachers read for pleasure to the children three times 
a week from a bank of books from new authors and diverse stories recommended by 
Book Trust and CLPE. The aim of this is to expose children to a range of texts further, 
promote the love of reading, build the vocabulary that the children are exposed to and 
be aware of new authors and books.The children get the opportunity to share their 
class story book during celebration assembly every Monday.  

 
All classrooms have attractive book corners where the children can access a wide 
range of books, both fiction and non-fiction to help embed their love of books, stories 
and reading when they read for pleasure at school. In addition, children will take home 
books for their adults to read to them, which they choose from their book corner.This 
helps to extend children’s vocabulary and comprehension and supports their writing. In 
addition, children have the ‘5 before 5’ reading challenge. Depending on their age, the 
children are challenged to read a certain number of books by the end of the school 
year. The books have been carefully selected to encourage reading for pleasure. 
During the warmer months, there is a variety of books which are available for the 
children to read at lunchtime.  

 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/LS-KEY-GUIDANCE-APPLICATION-OF-PHONICS-September-2022.pdf?_rt=MTZ8MnxzdW1tYXRpdmUgYXNzZXNzbWVudHwxNjY5NTUxNjY2&_rt_nonce=ebc2ea5213


   

We also celebrate reading together, throughout the year, by participating in both 
school-based, local and national reading initiatives, including National Poetry Day, 
National Storytelling Day, World Book Day, author visits and book swaps.  

 
Impact 
 
At Kensington Avenue Primary School, we strive to ensure that our pupil’s attainment is in 
line with or exceeds their potential when we consider the varied starting points of all our 
pupils. We endeavour our pupils make at least good progress in reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening from their last point of statutory assessment or their starting point in Nursery. 
We measure this using various materials whilst always considering the expectations for 
each year group.  
 
At the end of KS1 and KS2, children sit their Statutory Assessment Test (SATs) in reading 
and GPS in KS2 while writing is based on a teachers’ assessment. We make an effort to 
achieve at or above the national average.  
 
Reading impact  
 
Children’s progress in phonics is continually reviewed through daily informal and half 
termly formal phonic assessments and evidence from their reading and writing.  
 
Assessment is used to monitor progress and identify any child needing additional support 
as soon as necessary. 
 

 Assessment for learning is used: daily within a class to identify children needing 
Keep-up support o weekly in the Review lesson to assess gaps, address these 
immediately and secure fluency in GPCs, words and spellings. 
 

 Summative assessment is used: Every six weeks, assess progress, identify gaps 
in learning that need to be addressed, identify any children needing additional 
support and plan the Keep-up support they need.  

 
Children are assessed using various methods, including PIRA and practice SATs papers. 
Our test data comes from PIRA and SATs.  
 
Statutory assessment  
Children in Year 1 sit the Phonics Screening Check. Any children who do not meet the 
Phonics Screening Check standard in Year 1 will have the opportunity to re-sit it in Year 
2.  
 
Ongoing assessment for catch-up  
Children in Years 2 to 4 are continually assessed through their teacher’s ongoing formative 
assessment and interventions implemented as appropriate.  
 

Writing impact  
 
We aspire for our pupils to enjoy writing in all areas of the curriculum using an expansive 
range of vocabulary and having a good knowledge of how to adapt their writing based on 
the context and audience. By the end of every pupil’s time at Kensington Avenue Primary 
School, we intend the impact of our English curriculum will ensure our pupils are 



   

academically prepared for life beyond primary school and throughout their educational 
journey by making a conscious effort to write using Standard English and applying spelling 
rules and patterns they have been taught. 
 
Our English writing curriculum is designed sequentially to build on skills from previous 
years, allowing children to build on their writing skills continuously. We aim to equip 
children be fluent writers who can use these skills throughout their lives. 
 

Speaking and Listening impact  
 
Kensington Avenue Primary School pupils will be able to speak clearly and listen carefully 
and attentively. They will be able to ask meaningful questions to improve their 
understanding and participate in collaborative discussions. They will be confident in 
speaking clearly in a range of situations and audiences. The children will have an 
understanding of and the ability to use a range of vocabulary, fully understanding what 
they are hearing and articulating what they want to say.  

They will be equipped, not only with the skills to speak and listen effectively using standard 
English but to be able to apply these in their everyday lives and in their next stages of 
education- for research, information and to explore the world. Ultimately, we want the 
children to be confident and effective communicators through speaking and listening. 


