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We hope you found the information in this booklet useful.  

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to talk 

to a member of staff. We look forward to working in  

partnership with you to provide the best start to your child’s 

learning at Kensington Avenue Primary School.  

 

 

Useful links and Contact 

School website 

www.kensingtonavenueprimary.co.uk 

School Office 

02087642923 

 



 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We would like to thankyou for accepting a place at Kensington Avenue 
Primary School. The information in this booklet is designed to help you 
understand what Reception at Kensington Avenue is like; how we intend 
to help your child develop into their full potential, become an  
independent individual and how you can help and be involved in the  
process.  
 
Our priority for the children is for them to settle, be happy, feel safe and 
make friends with other children. To enable this we carefully induct the 
children into ways and routines of the school. Starting ‘big school’ will be 
a challenge for your little one, but working together we can ensure a 
smooth transition from Nursery. 
 
This year we are having to stick to government guidelines due to the 
COVID19 pandemic. Although transition may be different to previous 
years, we will ensure your child has a positive and safe start to their 
school journey. 
 
Settling into school is an important time for all children, even if they have 
been to Nursery before. For this reason the time to settle children into 
school life is a crucial part of starting school. With the current climate, 
transition is more necessary than ever.  Although we can not conduct 
home visits this year, there will be an opportunity in September to meet 
your child's teacher, see their classroom and guarantee your child has a 
smooth transition into Kensington Avenue. 
 
We want all of our children to be excited about coming to school and be 
happy in the classroom. When your child starts school they will attend 
shortened sessions in smaller groups, this will help your child’s settling in 
process. Our staff are experienced in supporting children when starting 
school and we may ask you to stay for some time to help your child settle 
into the environment. We will also let you know when it is time for you to 
leave your child. If your child becomes too distressed we will contact you. 
It is important that we find the balance between supporting your child, 
whilst giving them the time to be independent and try something new. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you in September. 
 

KAPS Curriculum 
 

The Foundation Stage Curriculum is 
organised into Prime and Specific  

Areas Of  Learning, please see the table  
below. Children within the Early  

Years, learn through a range of play 
based opportunities as well as adult led 

and independent activities. At  
Kensington Avenue, we plan a wide 

range of  exciting activities that promote independence, communication, 
self-confidence, determination and the ability to think critically and share 

their thoughts and ideas. The children have independent access to a  
stimulating curriculum both indoors and outdoors on a daily basis. 

 
We plan half termly topics that we feel will 

inspire the children's curiosity,  
understanding and development. All seven 

main areas of learning are accounted for and 
planning is cross curricular. Throughout the 

EYFS curriculum we are always incorporating 
children’s skills and development under the 

characteristics of effective learning.  
We collect evidence and assess children by 

taking pictures and observations, small 
group work and independent work.  

 

 

Assessed areas throughout EYFS 



COVID-19 
 

Transition is really important. Partly to alleviate any worries children 
might have, but also for you as a parent too. It’s the start of a seven-year 

relationship between you and the school and at Kensington Avenue  
Primary School; we want to make sure it gets off to the best start possible. 

Like most schools around the UK, we would usually invite parents into 
school for information sessions and arrange for children to meet their 

teachers through a home visit. However due to the recent pandemic, this 
is not possible. We will be following the ever-changing government  

guidelines to put your child’s wellbeing first. We are now thinking about 
alternative ways of helping our new starters with the move to “Big 

School”. This will be both in terms of how we can help them get a feel for 
the school, the staff and the way we do things, and what you can do as 

parents while they’re at home to get them ready for transition. 
  

To ensure a smooth transition, we will create virtual tours, walk-rounds 
and pictures of our settings. Home visits will now be phone calls and the 
extra work we’d do with families of SEND children will still happen, but in 

a new way. Ironing out the details will take time, but at Kensington  
Avenue, we want families to feel prepared. We would like to speak to 

your child’s previous setting and we are hoping to offer you the chance to 
come into school for drop in sessions to meet your child’s teachers, see 
your child’s classroom and get answers for any questions you may have. 

  
Things are uncertain at the moment, but this doesn’t need to affect the 
way you talk about transition with you children. We approach a lot of 

things thinking like an adult, but kids tend to be more resilient than adults 
in many ways. They don’t need to know that things aren’t happening the 
way they would do normally. They take things at face value and tend to 
throw themselves into most things, sometimes we just need to shield 

them from our own worries. The conversation can be as simple as “we’re 
waiting for a message to tell us when you’re going to start school, isn’t 
that really exciting?” And it is really is exciting, for them and for their 

teachers. We can’t wait to meet them. 

Starting in Reception 
 
Unfortunately, due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic we cannot give you 
clear starting dates for your child to begin at Kensington Avenue Primary 
School. However,  bellow is a summery of what you can expect transition 

to be like… 
 

 
 Drop-in sessions... This will be an opportunity to drop into  
 Kensington Avenue Primary School. These sessions will allow you to 
 meet your  child’s teachers, see the classrooms and fill in necessary 
 paperwork. The time of your drop in session will be confirmed  
 before September. Please ring our office to if you have not been  
 given a drop-in session. 
 
 Morning or Afternoon Sessions… These will be half days to support 

your child’s transition. Your child will either be attending a morning 
or afternoon session. Your child’s time slot will be confirmed prior to 
starting, feel free to check  

 
 Sessions including Lunch… Your child will continue attending their 

half day sessions, whether they are morning or afternoon. These  
 sessions will include lunch. Your child is entitled to a hot school  
 dinner, however if you would prefer your child to have a packed 
 lunch, please provide this. Their teachers will be there to support 
 your child. 
 
 
        All times to be confirmed. 



KAPS School Day 
 

Coming in to school 
In Early Years and Key Stage 1, each classroom has a door that leads onto 

the playground. Doors will open at 8.45 and parents are asked to bring 
their child to the classroom. Teachers will be available to welcome  

children and help them settle into their learning. 
 

During the day 
During your child's time at school, their teacher will make the most of 
every learning opportunity. Directing Maths, Literacy, Phonics, Guided 

Reading and the other curricular areas within EYFS. Lessons are structured 
as free flow, offering many learning opportunities. This caters for all  

learning styles and helps a child progress at their own pace. Teachers also 
focus on the child’s wellbeing,  leading circle times and monitoring their 

social, emotional and mental health. We aim to encourage the  
characteristics of effective learning, see table below.  

 
Home Time 

Parents wait outside the classroom at 3.10pm. The teacher will open the 
door at 3.10pm and then call the children one by one when he/she sees 

the designated adult for each child. This is also an opportunity for parents 
to communicate with their child’s teacher. 

 
If you require extended hours supervision, breakfast club starts at 8am 

and afterschool club finishes at 6pm. Separate fees will apply and places 
will need to booked directly with the club (KAPZ).   

 

 

Parent support 
 

As a staff team we believe we can effec-
tively meet your child’s needs if we work 

together. We value your input as your 
child’s primary carer, and as an expert on 
your child. We rely on your partnership, 
so together we can provide your child 
with the highest quality education and 
care. This will make their school time 

happy and enjoyable.  
 

 
 Bring a spare change of clothes for your child to keep at school in 

case of an accident.  
 Read with your child every day and change their book regularly.  
 Bring them to school on time and ensure that they have good 

attendance.  
 Support your child to be independent with toileting, shoes and 

getting dressed e.g. putting on their own coat.  
 To encourage your child to do their homework each week. 
 
 

Homework at KAPS 
 

We believe in the positive reinforcement of children’s learning at home. 
Sharing what they have learnt at school, with their families and the  

provision of opportunities for children to extend their learning at their 
own pace at home. However, we also strongly believe in informal  

learning, often known as life skills, which are also developed most often 
outside of the school day.  On these occasions it is the parents who are 

the lead educators. 
 
At Kensington Avenue we will only set 
tasks and assignments to be  
completed at home in order to…. 
 Reinforce children’s understanding. 
 Give children the opportunity to 

practise skills in order to reinforce 
their understanding. 

 Encourage independence and                
confidence.  

 Provide opportunities for children,        
parents and school to work in part-
nership.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lunches, Snack and Allergy 
 

Before lunch each child goes to the toilet and washes their hands. The 
children line up and choose a meal from the wide selection offered.  

Children choose from a selection of dishes (vegetarian and non-
vegetarian), a salad bar with bread and a selection of desserts. The  

children having packed lunch eat their lunch in the lunch hall alongside 
the children having school dinners. Teachers and support staff will be in 
the dining hall to support your child with lunch and work in conjunction 

with the midday meal supervisors. We have wonderful midday meal  
supervisors at KAPS who will ensure that your child is safe and happy  

during lunchtime. Each Reception Class has their own designated midday 
meal supervisor.  

 
All children in Reception receive free school meals and it is a great  

opportunity to have a warm cooked meal during the day. We are not  
always able to tell you what your child has eaten that day, but we will  

always let you know if your child is not eating or enjoying their lunch. If 
your child has any dietary requirements please let the school knows, we 

can then guide your child to the food options available to them. 
 

Each child is also offered a piece of fruit each day. Milk is also available 
(please see www.coolmilk.com for details). The children are encouraged 
to have a drink and go to the toilet as they need to. The children need to 

ask before they leave the classroom to go to the toilet.   
 

We enjoy cooking with the children in Reception and will often make 
things that link to our learning. Please let your child’s class teacher know if 

they have any allergies or foods they cannot eat.  

Uniform 
 
It is very important that your child comes to school in their full school  
uniform every day. Please see our school website for pictures of our full 
uniform. Please remember to label all items of clothing for your child.  
Uniform can often be misplaced and it can be very difficult returning it to 
the owner without a name.  
 
Our uniform consists of: 
Red school jumper, cardigan or fleece 
Black or Grey school trousers 
Black or Grey school skirt or dress 
White polo shirt 
Black shoes or trainers 
 
You will also need: 
A school Rucksack or Book bag 
 
 

 
Preparing your child for Reception 

 

Below is a list of some tasks and activities to work on to get your child 
ready for school in September. Experiences of these activities will help to 

make your child’s transition from the Nursery to Reception enjoyable. 
Children develop at different rates, so please do not worry if your child is 

not yet able to do these things independently, it is about having the  
opportunity to practise. 

  

 Follow basic instructions the first time they are given e.g. please put 
the toys away, please brush your teeth. 

 Play with another child co-operatively, negotiating the sharing and 
turn-taking of toys/resources.  

 Eat independently (able to use a knife, fork and cup). 

 Toilet unaided: to be able to         
undress, use the toilet, redress and 
wash their own hands. 

 Put on own coat, fasten and         
unfasten independently, put own 
shoes on the correct feet. 

 Count reliably to ten. 

 Name colours  
 Recognise shapes  

 Use and hold a pencil correctly. 
 Recognise own name. 

 Write their own name. 
 
 

Our P.E. kit consists of:  
White or Red T-shirt 
Black or Red shorts  
Black or Red Jogging bottoms 
Black plimsolls 
 
Uniform can be purchased from: 
Bubble Gum   
113 High Street 
Thornton Heath 
London 
CR7 8RZ  
www.bubblegumschoolwear.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths at KAPS 
 
At KAPS we like to keep maths very active. Children will be taking part in a 

range of activities that will help them develop their mathematical 
knowledge and their problem solving skills.  

 
Here are some of the things your child will be learning to do in Reception: 
 Count reliably to 20  e.g. there are 20 blocks, for child to touch/

point to each block and count to 20 every time. 
 Recognise numbers to 20. 
 Say the number that comes before and after a number e.g. 6 comes 

before 7, 8 comes after 7, 7 is between 6 and 8. 
 Be able to create, follow, complete a colour sequence e.g. make a 

block tower using   alternating red and blue blocks.  
 Recognise triangles, circles, squares, rectangles, cubes, cones, 

spheres and describe properties e.g. a square has 4 straight sides, a 
triangle has 3 points, and a cube is a solid shape. 

 Sort objects according to size, (small, medium, large) e.g. put all of 
the small blocks into a basket, and put all of the large blocks into 
another basket.  Put blocks in order of height. 

 Use language such as bigger, lighter, heavier, larger... to compare 
objects e.g. the car is larger than the bike.  John is taller than I am, 
but Sarah is shorter than I am. 

 To use positional language e.g. next to, between, near, far, on top, 
underneath, beside…. The magazine is underneath the sofa.  The 
plates are on the shelf next to the mugs. 

 
 

Literacy at KAPS 
 

In Reception we teach children to read and write through phonics. We 
follow Letters and Sounds and  teach the sounds in phases. We teach 

phonics for 30 minutes each day and there will be a range of small group 
activities, whole class teaching and independent practice. We integrate 
phonics into all aspects of learning and the children learn the skills of  

segmenting and blending sounds to help them read and write .  
 

Each half term we have a new topic that we focus on in Reception. We 
choose books that link to the topic and will focus our learning around the 
stories we are reading.  We use lots of role play , puppets and hot seating 
to help develop our literacy skills. We find that children are most engaged 

when they are writing for a purpose so they will be writing lots of  
shopping lists, recipes, stories and letters.  

 
Reading is an integral part of Reception, both teaching children how to 
read and also them enjoying listening to and role playing stories. We  

encourage children to enjoy reading and ask parents to read with their 
child every night to promote reading at home. We teach the skills for 

reading as well as developing their understanding of books and stories.  
 

We will be holding Learn with us events to share more information on 
reading, writing and phonics. We will invite parents to come into school 
for information on how you can support your child. You will also get the 

opportunity to go into the classroom and see the practice in action.  


