
Welcome! 



Aims of the workshop 

• What is Phonics? 

• How is your child taught Phonics at 
school? 

• What are the letter sounds your child 
will be taught? 

• Letter Formation 

• How can you help at home? 

 

 



What is Phonics? 

• Phonics is about knowing how letters link to 
sounds e.g. knowing the sounds c-a-t means 
you can write ‘cat’. 

• Each sound is made up of 1 or more letters 
e.g. s, p, ck, ff. 

• Each sound has an action to match it.  These 
actions help the children to remember the 
sound. 

• In total your child will be taught 44 letter 
sounds or phonemes. 
 
 

 



How is Phonics taught at school? 

• Children are taught a group of letter 
sounds or phonemes. 

• They practice the letter sound and 
action and find/sort objects beginning 
with that sound.  They also learn how to 
form each letter correctly. 

• The children are then supported to 
begin reading and writing words 
containing these sounds. 



How is Phonics taught at school? 
• All children are taught 2 important skills: 

blending and segmenting. 
• Blending – this is when the separate letter 

sounds in a word are said in the correct order 
and then merged together into the whole 
word e.g. b-u-s = bus. 

• Blending is a very important skill in reading. 
• Segmenting – this is when a whole word is 

broken down into its separate sounds in the 
correct order e.g. dog = d-o-g. 

• Segmenting is a very important skill for 
writing/spelling. 
 



How is Phonics taught at school? 

• Children are also taught ‘Tricky Words’. 

• These are words with unusual spellings, 
meaning that they are difficult for children 
to sound out. 

• Some examples of tricky words are to, no, 
was, they. 

• Children are taught to read these words on 
sight, meaning they learn to read the whole 
word and not each individual sound. 



Letter Formation 

• At Kensington Avenue we teach the children 
cursive script. 

• This means that each letter has a ‘lead in’ and 
‘lead out’ stroke. 

• All children are taught how to form these letters 
correctly at school. 

• Learning cursive script makes it much easier for 
children to ‘join up’ their handwriting when they 
are older. 

• When writing with your child encourage them to 
use lower case letters e.g. cat instead of CAT. 



How can you help? 

• Read with your child daily – this helps to build their 
vocabulary. 

• When reading if you come across a small word e.g. 
sun or bell, encourage your child to read the word 
by blending the sounds. 

• Look for sounds and words when you are out and 
about. 

• Let your child see you write e.g. shopping lists, 
letters, e-mails, telephone messages and encourage 
them to try writing these things as well. 

• Encourage your child to write their own homework – 
even if you have to write what it says underneath! 
 



How can you help? 
• Writing words – there are several ways that you 

can help. 
• Always ask your child to decide what word they 

want to write and say the whole word. 
• Ask your child to say the word to themselves and 

identify the first sound. 
• Offer them an alphabet chart or write the letter 

for them to copy if they cannot remember what it 
looks like. 

• Repeat the process for the middle and end sounds. 
• If your child is finding it difficult then try 

counting, clapping or jumping the sounds together. 



How can you help? 

• In order to develop their handwriting, children 
need good co-ordination and control over their 
whole body so any physical exercise and games 
will help. 

• Try games such as throwing and catching, skipping 
with a rope, singing action songs or picking up 
objects with tongs or chopsticks. 

• Try writing with different materials e.g. chalk, 
paint, in damp sand or with water.  Children find 
these types of activities motivating. 



We hope you found it useful. 



What we do in School 

• Go through Jolly phonics cards 

• Oral segmenting and blending examples. 

(toy talk) 

• Sound Buttons 

• Play full circle 

• Make words with magnetic letters 

• CVC examples 


